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DISCOURSE BY ELDER MATTHIAS F. COWLEY. 


THE following discourse was delivered by Elder Matthias F. Cowley, in 
the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, on Sunday, February 26, 1899. 

My brethren and sisters, I take pleasure in associating with you in a 
worshiping capacity. I have been pleased and edified in the testimonies 
and reports of my brethren, and I with them desire an interest in your 
prayers while I shall occupy this responsible place. It must be very 
evident to all classes of people who are thoughtful, and who are honest in 
their motives, that the Latter-day Saints are a sincere people; and we 
cheerfully accord to all classes of religious people sincerity in their con- 
victions of the truth. Wedo not come unto the world with the purpose 
or intent of assaulting the religious institutions of the world, nor of depre- 
ciating the honesty and purity of the votaries of the various religious sects 
and parties. We believe that there is a percentage of them who are 
honest in their motives and in the observaues of that which they conceive 
to be their duty to God and to mankind. We also cheerfully advance the 
principle that man’s action religiously as well as otherwise, should be 
accorded the utmost freedom, so long as that action does not infringe 
upon the rights of others; that if men are mistaken in their views, through 
depending upon the interpretations given by learned men of different 
creeds and through errors that may have come down through the ages 
because of a lack of direct communication with God, they are responsible 
to God and not to man. 

We, however, bear a very solemn testimony that the Lord has instituted 
& new dispensation. And what we mean by that is the reopening of the 
heavens, the giving again of direct communication between God and man, 


the establishment * the principles of the Gospel as Jesus | 


2 


> 
— U—FF——2— —ñ6ꝛöũÜ— — — — 
— — — — ́ — — 
—ü— ͤ ͤäüä44 ——k('—L2 ꝗ ͤ-ko1Vv«. ĩ ĩr̃—᷑—L—— —-—-———. —- — ũhW—V —— D: — — — — 
— — —— — —ä——— — — — — — — —— ͥ 
—— 
— — — — Z& — 2——̃ — — 
— 


— —— 


194 LATTER-DAY SAINTS, MILLENNIAL STAR. 


taught them, organizing the Church with the same ecclesiastical form of 
government as He instituted in Palestine, and teaching the same faith, 
promising the same results to follow the acceptance of that faith, and 
declaring the same kind of repentance, which consists in a turning away 
from sin—not the shallow pretension that will satisfy any mistaken senti- 
ment of man; but the turning away from the actual practice of iniquity 
in all its forms, with a determination to serve God and keep His com- 
mandments unto the end. We teach that baptism is an outward ordi- 
nance essential to be observed as a manifestation of faith in God, and that 
true repentance and baptism shall be followed by a remission of sins. 
But insomuch as the e tward ordinance of baptism does not reach all the 
necessities of the hr an soul, and in order that we may indeed be born of 
God, it is necessary to receive a birth of the Holy Spirit, by which we are 
placed in communion with God. It is the spirit of revelation, and is 
attended with all the gifts of the Gospel, such as the gift of healing, the 
gift of tongues, the gift of prophecy, the receiving of heavenly visions, and 
the manifestation of the power of God in various ways. The possession of 
these gifts is the result of being born of the water and of the Spirit—born 
of God. 

In testifying that such a condition has been restored to the earth, and 
that we have received it, we cannot but havea spirit of charity and of 
love for the salvation of the children of men; not a disposition to tear 
them down, nor to depreciate the true principles which they already have 


but rather a joyful sentiment and desire to extend unto them greater 


light. And while we believe there are fragments of truth in every 
Christian sect upon the earth, and also among the heathen, we believe 
and we testify that in the restoration of this Gospel the truth has been 
restored to the earth in its entirety—that is, that all the blessings and 
gifts which were enjoyed by the primitive Saints have been restored for 
the benefit and blessing of mankind in this age of the world. 

I wish to ask you, my brethren and sisters and friends, if there is any- 
thing unreasonable in the thought that such a condition should be brought 
about in this age of the world? If it were necessary that men should 


enjoy the spirit of revelation in past times in order to thoroughly under- 


stand the doctrines of Christ, it certainly is essential that we should enjoy 
the same spirit to-day. I wish to refer you to a few passages of scripture 
to show you that this position is not unreasonable nor unscriptural. In 
the first place I cite you to the fact—a fact which must be apparent to 
every thoughtful man and woman who takes any interest whatever in the 
religion of Christianity—that notwithstanding the intellectual attain- 
ments of men in the world, from the days of Jesus down to the present 
century, they have never been able to bring the people to a unity of the 
faith, and they have never become harmonized in their sentiments respect- 
ing the rites and ceremonies instituted by the Son of God Himself. These 
young men who have spoken this afternoon have borne testimony of the 
truth. For two or three years they have been traveling, one in the 
Northern States and the other in the Southern States, and when they 
have stood up to declare the Gospel they have done it without premedi- 
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tation as to what they were going to say—not that their minds were 
blank and empty; for it has been especially enjoined upon the Latter-day 
Saints that they should treasure up the words of eternal life, and that 
they should not be idle, and that they should continually seek for wisdom 
out of the best of books. You may read such injunctions in the 84th and 
88th sections of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants—a book which con- 
tains the revelations of God to the Prophet Joseph Smith for the guidance 
of His Church in this dispensation. These young men have been alone, 
so to speak, among strangers, without perchance any high scholastic 
attainments; but they have received convictions of the truth, and they 
have stood up before the congregations of the people and explained the 
doctrines of Christ unto them as they understood them, and borne testi- 
mony as they were moved upon by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

The Apostle Paul, in writing to the Corinthians, says: 

“For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man 
which isin him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the 
Spirit of God.”—1 Corinthians, 2: 11. 

It was the Spirit of God that should know the things of God, and only 
as men possessed that Spirit could they comprehend the things of God. 
This perfectly harmonizes with the statement made by the Redeemer of 
mankind when He sent His disciples to declare the Gospel. He sent them 
under exactly similar conditions and to follow the same rules in their 
instruction to the people as He has enjoined upon the Latter-day Saints 
in this glorious dispensation committed unto us. 

“Behold I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves; be ye there- 
fore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. 

“But beware of men; for they will deliver you up to the councils, and 
they will scourge you in their synagogues; 

“And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a 
testimony against them and the Gentiles. 


“But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall 
speak; for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak.” 
—Matthew 10: 16-19. 

This was the injunction of Jesus to those who were authorized to repre- 
sent Him in the world, and I know of no authorized revelation justifying 
men in changing that plan of preaching the Gospel. Let me read a little 
more from the statement of Paul to the Corinthians: 


Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which 
ae God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of 


“Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom 
—— . — which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual. 

“But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for 
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned.”—I Corinthians 2: 12-14. | 

Now, I wish to assert in words of solemnity before this congregation, 
that this truth enunciated by the Apostle Paul has been verified in all the 
history of mankind, especially respecting the doctrines of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, When Martin Luther, Zwingli, and other reformers 
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felt that it was their duty to stand up and declare their convictions 
against the oppression of Rome, none of them were ever able to say that 
God had revealed unto them how to organize His Church after the ancient 
pattern; none of them pretended to have received communication from 
God by the ministration of a holy angel, none of them claimed to have 
been placed in the position of having obeyed the Gospel at the hands of 
some man having literal authority from God. Consequently, notwith- 
standing the value to mankind of their teachings, they do not harmonize 
with the doctrines of Christ. Take, for instance the doctrine of predestina- 
tion as taught by them. There was a difference on this point between 
Luther and some other reformer, and between Zwingli and John Calvin. 
Because of this difference, and the lack of revelation to enlighten them, a 
new sect arose, and then another; and this dividing and instituting new 
organizations has been in process from that day to this, and the people 
have not been brought to a unity of the faith. This is because they can- 
not understand the things of God without the Spirit of God. 

Let me say further, this condition of a lack of unity respecting the 
doctrines of Christ was prophesied of by the Apostle Paul. He says: 


“This know also that in the last days perilous times shall come. 

“For men shall be lovers of their own 2 covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 

“Without natural affection, truce-breakers, false accusers, incontinent, 
fierce, despisers of those that are good, 

“Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God; 

“Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such 
turn away. —II Timothy 3: 1-5. 


Let me say here that the Latter-day Saints have a form of Godliness. 
They claim to have the same forms that were instituted by the Savior, and 
the same faith which enabled the Twelve and the Seventy to go out with- 
out money and without price and declare the Gospel to the children of 
men. The exercise of this faith was of such a character that they could 
pray to God and He would hear and answer their prayers. It was a 
literal fact with them; it was no pretension. When they asked, they 
received, when they knocked it was opened unto them, and they received 
the revelations of God. 

Now, this principle of faith, is one that we possess. When these young 
men of ours leave the schoolroom or the workshop, and separate them- 
selves from their fathers and mothers, their wives and children to go into 
the world to preach the Gospel, we think that this is some proof of their 
sincerity and of their faith; for they are not sustained by the worldly 
encouragement of a salary, because they receive no percuniary com pensa- 
tion. They are not sustained by the idea that they will be encouraged by 
the popular acceptance of mankind, because they realize they are not 
popular in the world. But they are sustained by the conviction of the 
truth; and when a man is convinced of the truth, and it dwells in his 
soul, it makes him a sincere man; it will enable him to leave his family 
and all that is dear unto him, and thus show his love for mankind. 

In passing let me tell you a little about charity. We have heard a great 
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deal said about charity. Some have thought that it consisted in simply 


giving their goods to the poor and in the distribution of wealth for 


charitable purposes. Paul made this statement: 


“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not 
charity oo — as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 

“And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give 
my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.”— 


I Corinthians 13: 1, 3. 

I want to say that charity is the pure love of Christ. I might give 
money to feed the poor, I might be very liberal in the distribution of 
temporal blessings; but [ might be so bigoted, perhaps through my train- 
ing and surroundings, that I could not tolerate a man who believed in 
principles that came in contact with mine, and I would be unfair and 
unjust in my treatment of him. I say that such a man does not have that 
charity which dwelt in the bosom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I 
admit, though sorrowfully, that we do not exemplify in our lives the pure 
principles of the Gospel to the extent that we ought to do; but I wish to 
say that we are prepared now, and have been since the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, under God, established this Church, to take our grip in hand, and 
a few books, and go out into the world and travel on foot, without money 
and without price. If we are spurned, we do not persecute those who 
spurn us. If they persecute us, we do not retaliate. We believe it is our 
duty to follow the injunction of Jesus: 


“When men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 
of evil against you falsely for my sake; rejoice, and be exceeding glad; 
for great is your reward in heaven; for so persecuted they the Prophets 
which were before you.“ 


We believe it is our duty to bear these things patiently, because when 
men take the erroneous position of opposing us unjustly, pointing the 


finger of scorn at us, and reiterating falsehoods devised by those who have 
evil designs and selfish motives, for the purpose of giving the Latter-day 


Saints a bad name, we can afford to wait for the vindication that God will 


always bring to those who love the truth and serve Him. We know that 
when men do wrong they will be held responsible and will have to meet it 
before the judgment seat of the Almighty, and we can afford to wait. 
This is the charity that we are seeking to cultivate in our hearts. Let me 
ask you a question. In all the history of this Church—which will be 
sixty-nine years of age on the 6th of April—when did you ever find a 
disposition among this people to wrong other people, or to depreciate the 
principles that others held dear? When did you ever find in the Church 
a disposition to be unjust and to deprive men of their rights, or to bring 
oppression or ignominy upon them? I say that an instance in our history 


where the Church has been guilty of such conduct towards our fellow 


beings cannot be pointed out. On the other hand, let me ask you, 


when did ever the results of this system which we have embraced, 


and which our souls are convinced, has emanated from God by revela- 
tion, and is in harmony with the religion instituted by the Savior— 
when did our obedience to this system ever bring anything bad to 
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mankind? When did it ever induce anybody to be idle? When did it 
ever induce anybody to be unclean? When did it ever induce anybody to 
lack faith in God? When did it ever induce anybody to be unchaste, or 
unvirtuous, or in any manner to exhibit those traits of character which 
are debasing and demoralizing in their nature? I wish to invite the 
closest scrutiny and investigation of people not of our faith, of the teach- 
ings contained in these sacred records—the Book of Mormon, and Doctrine 
and Covenants, and the Bible; for the Bible is our Bible. We love and 
cherish it. Itis the same Bible—King James’ translation—that is found 
in every Protestant pulpit and in every Protestant family in every 
Christian nation under heaven. I wish to invite you to read the revela- 
tions which have been given to the Prophet Joseph Smith, to see if you 
can ascertain any evil in them; if you can see that by a practical observance 
of them any disastrous results would come to mankind. And I will venture 
to say that if you will take up this investigation honestly, and follow it 
out carefully from beginning to end, you will arise from that investigation 
with the testimony that if the Latter-day Saints will exemplify in their 
conduct the principles contained in those sacred volumes they are bound 
to be good people, a people of honor, a people of industry, a people of 
integrity, and a people of loyalty to the institutions of our government of 
which we form a part, concerning which we say that God inspired our 
patriotic fathers to lay the foundations of liberty wide and broad and 
deep, that the downtrodden and oppressed in every land and clime might 
come to this country and find an asylum of peace, where they could 
worship God according to the dictates of conscience. 
| [ro BE CONTINUED.] 


THE BLESSING OF CHILDREN. 


THE question has been raised several times as to the proper manner of 
blessing children. This subject has been written upon before in this 


paper, but it seems proper that the matter be again referred to. A cor- 


respondent addresses the editor in these words: 

“Is it right in blessing children to confer on them all the powers and 
blessings of the new and everlasting covenant? I observe Elders doing 
this sometimes in our fast meetings, and in one instance the Elder con- 
ferred all the keys and powers and blessings of the new and everlasting 
covenant upon the babe he was blessing.” 

The blessing of children is a very simple matter and it should not be 
surrounded at all by forms. The bestowing upon a babe of the blessings 
and powers that pertain to adults and that are only pronounced upon 
people of more advanced years and experience, is entirely unsuitable and 
improper. It isa departure from the simplicity of the beautiful ordinance 
of taking the infant, bestowing upon it a name, and giving it a blessing. 
Certainly the use of such terms as our correspondent refers to is improper, 
for this reason if for no other, that there is, or should be, no necessary 
distinction between the blessing conferred upon children whose parents 
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do not belong to the Church and those whose parents do. In some minds 
there seems to be an idea that there should be a different form of blessing 
for children born of non-members and for those who are identified with the 
Church; and it is from such sources that in the case of children belonging 
to members of the Church “the blessings of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob” 
and all the attendant favors are frequently conferred upon thechild. This 
is all wrong. If we take the example of our Lord and Redeemer, who is 
our pattern and whose example we cannot too closely follow, we find that 
He blessed all who were brought to Him. We have no hint that He asked 
whose childfn they were, or the standing or faith of their parents. His 
remark was, “Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me, 
for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven; and He laid His hands upon them 
and blessed them. All little children, no matter what their parentage 
may be, are innocent in the sight of heaven, and they should be received 
as such and blessed as such. We repeat, the ordinance is one of beautiful 
simplicity. Those who officiate ought to guard against extravagance, 
either in language or promise.—./uventle Instructor. 


— 
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A REVOLUTION IN NEWSPAPER PRINTING. 


THE discovery of a method of applying the Rontgen rays to printing 
was recently announced from America, but the inventor’s promise to pro- 
duce five million copies of a newspaper by a single process did not inspire 
confidence. M. Izambard, a French inventor, claims to have discovered 
a process which, while being considerably more modest in its pretensions, 
renders both typographical composition and printing machines unneces- 
sary. It consists of exposing the original either hand or type written 
to the X rays over a block of sensitive paper, the original being in a 
special ink impermeable to the rays. Thousands of sheets, it is stated, 
may be penetrated and impressed simultaneously with the characters of 
the original in a few minutes, or even, if necessary, in a few seconds. 
There are processes which simplify the development and fixing, and others 
which enable both sides of a sheet to be printed at once. The inventor 
believes that by his method newspapers will be produced with ten times 
the present speed with a much smaller staff, and with a greatly reduced 
cost on account of material. For the present, however, the more intimate 
details of the revolutionary discovery are the secret of the Patent Offices. 
—Dartly News. 


“LEGISLATURES meet too often, sit too long and make too many laws. 
Let them look the other way, and see how many useless laws they can 
abrogate. There are too many denominations. In many places there are 
too many churches. Everywhere there is too much sectarianism. Let us 
dispense with superfluities in religion, and get down to the real things 
which make real men and women. There are too many societies which 
serve no end but to make offices for ambitious people and to amuse the 
idle. Let us abolish one-half of the societies, and bring back a little of 


the old neighborly feeling and spirit of hospitality. CAristiuan Register. 
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LAW UNIVERSAL. 
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“Anp again, verily I say unto you, that which is governed by law is 
also preserved by law, and perfected and sanctified by the same. 

“That which breaketh a law, and abideth not by law, but seeketh to be- 
come a law unto itself, and willeth to abide in sin, and altogether abideth 
in sin, cannot be sanctified by law, neither by mercy, justice nor judg- 
ment.” Doc. and Cov., Sec. 88: p. 34-35. 

The truth of this quotation should be almost self-evident, and should 
need but little argument to sustain it; but in this age of contradictions, 
when science and religion are apparently in conflict, it may be necessary 


to try to show that all things whether secular or religious are governed 


and sustained by law. 

In all the affairs of life men must work in harmony with the laws of 
creation or failure is certain. If the farmer, in defiance of the laws of 
vegetable growth, should plant his fields in the wrong season or without 
preparing the soil, the result may easily be predicted. The architect who 
builds contrary to the laws of gravity or the principles of architecture is 
liable to come to grief. In order to utilize the power of steam it is neces- 
sary to understand and follow the laws of its expansive power and the 
principles of mechanics, or mischief will be the result. The merchant 
must follow the laws of business or fail; the chemist must follow the laws 
of the combination and separation of the elements or he may burn his 
fingers. Through following strictly the laws of the generation and 
manipulation of electricity, men have been enabled to harness this subtle 
power and make it minister to their needs in many lines, and the end is 
not yet, for it is only beginning to give up its secrets to men. So we 
might illustrate indefinitely and it would all amount to this: That all 
the successes in the arts and sciences, in government and social life have 
been the direct results of learning and following the laws by which the 
Creator allows these things to be manipulated; and all failures and dis- 


_ asters in human history are the results of attempting, ignorantly or other- 


wise, to act counter to those laws. Through human experience the voice 
of the Creator proclaims as with a voice of thunder, “Learn and obey my 
laws and you shall prosper and be happy, oppose them and you shall suffer 
the awful consequences.” This does not apply alone to material prosperity 
but to the laws of life and health, to morals and to spiritual life. 

The laws of the material world are manifesting themselves on every 
hand inviting men to study and follow them to success and chiding, some- 
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times gently, sometimes severely, those who fail to accept the invitation. 
The Creator has placed no bar, except the limitation of human life, be- 
tween men and a knowledge of these laws; this was reserved for “Society,” 
that moaster without a soul, that crushes to earth with heavy burdens 
the many that the few may have luxury and ease. This condition, by 
the way, may be charged to systems built up in violation of the law of 
human rights, destined eventually to crumble and fall, and that in strict 
accord with the eternal laws of God. 

Besides those laws that are placed within the scope of human research, 
there are others that pertain to man’s spiritual nature and his relations to 
his maker that are beyond man’s power to find out only as they are given 
by a higher power. These are designed to redeem men from sin and to 
lead them back into the presence of their Maker. A knowledge of this 
plan of salvation is placed within the reach of the human family inasmuch 
as they will follow strictly the laws upon which such knowledge is predi- 
cated. Any deviation from these laws will result in failure as surely as 
would the attempts of the electrician should he fail to make the proper 
connections. 

All Christianity must agree that the doctrines taught by Christ and 
His Apostles are the only ones by which salvation will come to the human 
family, and the Savior gave an infallible rule by which men may learn of 
the doctrine. In St, John, 6th chapter and 16th and 17th verses, he says, 
“My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. If any man will do his 
will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak of myself.” Now, the great consideration is to find what is the will 
of the Father that man must do to gain this knowledge. The first thing 
is to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; He says, “He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” John 3: 36. On the day of 
Pentecost the Jews believed, but they still asked the Apostles what they 
should do, when Peter answered, “Repent and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” In evidence that these things are 
included in “the will of the Father,” that must be done in order that men 
may know of the doctrine, we have these words of Christ spoken to 
Nicodemus: “I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus must have believed because 
he said, “We know thou art a teacher come from God.” But belief in 
Christ did not seem to be sufficient at that time, although some olaim that 
is all that is required in our day. 

That men might know of the doctrine it was necessary that they be in 
possession of the Holy Ghost which the Savior said “shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said 
unto you.” As a condition precedent to receiving that Spirit, it was 
necessary that they should be cleansed from sin by sincere repentance 
and baptism for the remission of the same. 7 

Before men will repent and enter the waters of baptism in the right 
spirit, it is necessary they show the depths of humility, therefore Christ 
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said, “Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child, he shall not enter therein.” 

“The Spirit of God will not dwell in unholy tabernacles,” therefore it is 
necessary that men receive this cleansing process before a fulness of that 
Spirit is poured out upon them to testify to their souls that Jesus is the 
Christ. 1 


A WORD IN SEASON. 


Tue cheering experience we have had with the brethren in the Confer- 
ences and meetings in this mission, have filled our hearts with intense 
satisfaction. We have admired their zeal, their anxiety, and their spirit 
of willingness to carry out any counsel whether from head quarters, or 
from their respective Presidents; at the same time it has been apparent 
that not all are leaders, not all are original in method or habit, and prob- 
ably the drift is to get into a rut and stay there, irrespective of surround- 
ings and opportunities, which are hardly the same in two localities. 

To be stereotyped in methods of action, is not good, to think that there 
is only one way of procedure—one route by which success can be achieved 
is an error; and it may be that our decided allegiance to the order of the 
Gospel almost suggests this, but we must and do know that principles are 
eternal, but the methods of presenting those principles are as varied as 
is individuality, and in the details of life and action no two probably set 
about the accomplishment of any given thing, in precisely the same way. 

The duties of the ministry in this mission have but one object, that is, 
to bring the Gospel of God before a people who are not familiar with it. 
Open-air preaching is one of the methods used; in some public thorough- 
fare or park, the Elders generally seek to arrest public attention. Others 
use the same plan, but as a rule the controversialist, the sceptic, the 
anarchist and the salvationist adopt either sensational language or sensa- 
tional methods; this the legitimate minister of Christ can hardly follow, 
and in fact the lounger, the street corner man, is not the element as a rule 
which desires the calm and sober testimony of one or any truths. 

In looking over many of the towns of England we have been impressed 
with the quietude of many of the streets, streets of homes they are gener- 
ally, no excitement seems to be desired there; they are the homes of 
thinking, respectable, industrious men and their families, and here seems 
to be fertile and as yet uncultivated fields, that is, as far as the Elders go. 
The spirit of quietude in these home like streets, seems favorable for 
reaching the hearts and thoughts of a very desirable class of people; as a 
rule they are fairly intelligent, probably religiously disposed, and certainly 
not puffed up by Phariseeism or the idifference of wealth. 

After singing the songs of Zion in such a locality (when the weather 
is favorable), there will be listeners at every door or window, and during 
the speaking, tract delivering can be often very efficaciously done, while 
conversation would follow the close of the service if the brethren were 
gentlemanly aggressive; opinions might be had at least, and if the slips 
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were distributed with the addresses of the Elders and the meeting house 
printed thereon, curiosity, not of the idle, but of the intelligent kind 
might lead a few to visit and to investigate; when (conservative as the 
English character is) to hear and read is to believe. 

There are thousands of good honest people in this country who do not 
attend any church or belong to any religious organization, for reasons 
which are satisfactory to themselves; they are not opponents to either, 
but the clergy and the ministers generally are looked upon as austere, 
they assume so many airs of superiority and of patronage, they are so 
unapproachable in manner, that the independent artisan or toiler is not 
in sympathy with them; but the Spirit of brotherhood in the Gospel, the 
self-sacrificing spirit of the Elders and their freedom from cant and affec- 
tation, would come as a revelation to hosts of good men and good women, 
could they be but reached by these heralds of a richer faith. We cannot, 
though even when noting these facts and conditions, fail to realize that 
the independent man is unconsciously affected by society above him in 
many things; to be respectable is an Englishman’s ambition, and it is not 
infrequent that example carries with it a silent, yet powerful, and decided 
influence; then, as to the Gospel, the old} question is partially asked as it 
was in Palestine, “Have any of the Pharisèes believed on Him?” or here 
the question is if unspoken, not without its weight, “Have any of the 
gentry, any of our employers, any of the shop keepers or master mechanics, 
believed the things you teach?” To be sure this cannot be construed for 
or against the Truth, but it is construed against the Elders, against be- 
lievers even, and the situation has to be met, with all patience, prudence 
and perseverance on the part of the Elders and the Church. 

It is more than a tradition in this crowded nation, for a measure of 
manly independence to be sacrificed on the altar of patronage and necessity, 
and we cannot be impatient with ideas or actions which are the product 
of ages of subservience and authority, whether of wealth or profession ; 
any way the chains of serfdom and ownership of men are relaxed as to 
tension, if they are not yet fully broken, but the day is coming when true 
freedom shall not only be claimed but enjoyed by all; and in this work 
no more potent lever is being used of God, than the preaching by His 
servants, of the Gospel in its simplicity, purity and power. 

The coming summer will witness an extension of this influence, the 
Temple spirit of Utah is working in the midst of the nations, the prayers 
of a great host are behind the Traveling Elders, the faith and thoughts 
of a mighty people have power, and the earth as well as the heavens are - 
conjoined for the purpose of spreading a knowledge of the Truth. 

To be sure, as laborers, as servants of God sent out into the vineyard of 
the world, we have our special duty; in our councils we can plan and de- 
vise; joint faith and united effort will keep us out of the ruts, but we can 
reach the factory hands, the workers in foun(ries, ship building yards and 
other great works; we can find the coal hewers and the men who are 
organized for a thousand purposes all around us; we can invite them to 
our meetings, if we are determined; we can become acquainted if we set 
about it; we can make friends if we only try; if we open our mouths the 
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Lord can fill them; if we are tracting He can lead us; if we are in earnest 
we can devise; if we are magnetic we can attract; and if God and His 
Spirit is within us we can remove mountains of prejudice, we can melt 
the social icebergs of respectability, we can bring by our enthusiasm, our 
zeal and pertinacity the respect of religious organizations, and this respect 
is own cousin to love. The world does not know us, the great majority 
have been misled by the “Sons of Belial,” but the walls of prejudice, like 
the walls of Jericho, must give way before the sound of the trumpet, and 
the noise of the army which is not very far off. N. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Curtp N Uran. —In an interesting letter from a dear daughter, 
Mrs. M. N. Parker, of Hooper, the following incident is related: “We have 
had a severe winter, and on one of the stormy nights we had been with 
the children toa little play for the benefit of the missionaries, when we 
came out it was the darkest night I ever saw. I could not see the horse 
or wheels of the buggy or any thing else, so little Percy (6 years old) said, 
‘Oh May let's pray. O let's all pray, I know the Lord will make it light 
so as you can see, and we did pray and it became light so we could see 
the road; then on the way, Percy again said, ‘I will thank the Lord for 
this when I say my prayers to-night.’ This was a testimony, simple 
enough to the children, but I think they will never forget it.“ No they 
never will. 

There are five more young men called from our neighborhood to go on 
missions next fall. 


We hear incidentally that Nottingham received “a Magpie” from 
Bristol. It appears to have simply called and then flown away, the reason 
is stated to be that one of the neighbors has a parrot which does so much 
talking, that a magpie had no chance to get in a word edgewise, which 
accounts for its sudden departure to an unknown region. We think the 
reason was that Nottingham had a poor cage, but the said bird was of 
little account any way; poor Bristol is that much out! Pretty Ruff! 


WE have news that President Lyman arrived in Hamburg on the 22nd, 
and left there on the 24th inst. for Denmark, having had a pleasant and 
profitable visit with President Schulthess and his associates in the 
ministry. Every thing in the German Mission appears to be moving 
smoothly, and prospects as a whole are good.” 


QUERIEs are often sent here by the brethren, which could be answered 
easier by reference to their Conference Presidents, in the meantime 
“honor would be given where honor is due,” and if the subject presented 
should be beyond the President’s understanding, he could inquire and 
there would be consistency and proper order. 


We are delighted (as all the Elders and Saints will be) to hear that 
Elder John T. Edward is so much improved that President D. O. MacKay 
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of the Glasgow Conference thinks he can leave by the s.s. Anchoria to sail 
on the 20th prox. 


PRESIDENT MERRILL has kindly planted two good missionaries in Liver- 
pool, (Elders Partington and Rishton) but it looks as if a little army 
would be needed to awake this world-famed town to an interest in the 
Gospel. 


Every faithful returning missionary receives a certificate of honorable 
release from the President here, and this covers a great deal of ground as 
every recipient knows. 


Tae Anchor line s,s. Anchoria, which sailed from Glasgow on the 9th 


inst. with returning Elders on board, arrived at New York on the 22nd 
with all well. 


Durine the Easter Holidays, “42” will be nearly deserted, only enough 
of the staff remaining to attend to needed business. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


From Nottingham President Ruff advises us that he had just returned 
from a visit into the Dudley district, where he found all the Elders and 
Saints well, and the work in general progressing. 


Exper C. I. Kur reports his ereivel in Curistiania and expresses his 
great satisfaction with the outlook there and with his presiding officer, 
Elder Petersen; his visit with the EJders and his relatives was full of 
interest. 


WE have quite a lengthy letter trom F. F. Hintse on the always inter- 
esting status of the mission work in Turkey, but having given consider- 
able space to that of late, we defer for the present his recital in justice to 
our readers. There are some features of the situation which will interest 
when they are presented, which will be in due time. 


PRESIDENT MERRILL of the Liverpool Conference writes, “The health of 
the Elders is generally good. Since our District Meeting and Lecture at 
Accrington considerable interest has been awakened, even the ministers 
have begun to advertise us from the pulpit, so great is their desire for the 
souls of men; if they continue we shall soon have our room filled, for 
we have nearly twice our usual number on Sunday evenings now.” 


Tm Bristol Conference is still feeling well and rejoicing over the effects 

of the late excitement there, although as President H. L. James says, they 
are obliged to secure a new meeting house, notification in regard to the 
old one having expired, no doubt however a better one will be secured. 
Arrangements for special meetings at Stroud had been advertized, and a 
strenuous invitation sent here had to be declined for previous engagements. 
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Everything is in readiness for the forthcoming “Palmer and Anderson 
Lectures” in Bristol, Cheltenham, and Stroud, and success is anticipated, 
although admission charges are unavoidable, owing to past difficulty, 
and to avoid anything serious now. 


— — — —— 


Tue President of the Welsh Conference (Elder E. R. Owen), reports a 
lecture which includes a public challenge to any Elder of the Church or 
its representative. The challenger is a Primitive Methodist; if the invita- 
tion is accepted, little as we favor controversy, there should be no difficulty 
in proving that the querists “Primitive(?)” methods date back but a very 
few years, and they are totally unlike the true methods of early Christian- 
ity and the Apostolic age. President Owen possesses all the requisites for 
such an emergency, and has many good aids also, but perchance the 
“Reply” will be under the auspices of the Church there, and not so as to 
give cheap notoriety to an evident novice. 


From Elder C. G. Parker now in Florida, U.S., we have the following: 
„We have 40 Elders now laboring in this State, 6 Branches of the Church, 
14 Sunday Schools, with about 800 Saints all progressing nicely, some, as 
is usual are slow and partially unfaithful as to living the Gospel, but we 
also have some of the noblest spirits that I have ever been privileged to 
meet. The Elders as a rule are moving now among a better class of 
people; until of late this could not be done in the large cities, now good 
openings present themselves there, and it seems as if the walls of preju- 
dice are beginning to crumble before the humble Elders of Israel. The 
words of President Woodruff are being fulfilled to the very letter, and we 
are working heartily in this State for the cause of Truth. 

“The first snow in fifty years fell on February 13, which laid on the 
ground for 48 hours with the thermometer 6 degrees above zero. This 
was very cold for Florida, the land of sun and fruit and flowers. 

J value your letters highly, but I find my multiplied duties too numer- 
ous for much correspondence, as you are aware that we have but little 
time for any thing but to talk of the Gospel.” | 

Glad of it, this was our hope and advice when you left for your 
mission. N. 


— — 


PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. Richanbs in a pleasant reminiscent mood, 
writes from Salt Lake City: 

“You have had time to renew your acquaintance with the condition of 
the European, and especially the English and British part of that Mission. 
I am assured that you will realize unsullied joy in again applying your 
best energies to the work of the Lord in your native land. I often medi- 
tate with delight and thanksgiving upon the greatness of the work in that 


mission in times past, during the early fifties, when baptisms were so 


frequent and so numerous. New Branches and Conferences were organ- 
ized sometimes monthly or weekly. One Elder expressed himself as quite 
dissatisfied with himself because he had not baptized quite 200 that year. 
There is a time to sow, a time to reap, and a time to gather into the 
threshing floor and garner of the Lord. 
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“President Snow and Council are in usual working condition. Presi- 
dent Joseph F. Smith arrived home from Sandwich Islands in excellent 
health and spirits. Apostle Brigham Young is still somewhat impaired 
in health, but is better than he was. My health is good, and that of most 
of the brethren around me. 


“Please give me a kind and cordial remembrance to President Lyman, | 


Elder Wootton and the brethren in the office, or any others who may 
desire to hear from me.” 


UTAH ITEMS. 


The new forty barrel roller flour mill in Parowan is now in operation. 

The voters of Sandy decided to levy a special tax, for an addition to their school 
house. | 

The people of Benson, Cache Co., will erect a commodious meeting house the coming 
summer. 


The Utah Legislature failed to elect a U. S. Senator after baving had over 150 ballots 
—too bad! 


Gunnison may have a beet sugar factory, the people of the surrounding country all 
being favorable thereto. 


The Senate passed the resolution to give the surplus Jubilee . to the Brigham 
Young Memorial Association. 


In Tropic, Garfield County, rich deposits of copper and coal have been discovered, the 
latter carries a vein 48 feet thick. 


The building of the Salt Palace to cost $40,000 is yet undetermined, the legislature 
failed to.give it an appropriation. 


In Whitney, Idaho, the Saints are building a 36 x 50 meeting house of white sandstone 
with a fine base of limestone up to the water table. 


Springville intends to improve its streets in the near future, let us hope they will not 
be paved with good intentions,” like a road we heard of when a lad. 

The city of Indianola have through a special tax of two years duration, raised funds 
enough to build a two roomed brick school house with modern equipment. 
| Funks Lake in Sevier County is to be converted into a gigantic reservoir by the Manti 
Irrigation Co. Great results are anticipated, and work is now being done. 

The Blue Cliffs Canal Co. are advertising for the completion of a canal to reach the 
summit of Provo Bench by May prox. The canal is to carry 1,000 cubic feet of water 
per minute. 

Uintah County has one of the finest deposits of lithographic stone to be found in the 


United States. The stone is found twenty miles northwest of Vernal, and is said to be 
of the finest quality ever discovered. 


A twenty-odd-year-ago valiant missionary to Birmingham, (Elder Thomas Judd), is 
about to remove from St. George to the new White River Colony of which he is the 
president, a great loss but a great gain. 

About two hundred artesian wells have been driven in Parowan Valley by young men 
from the town of that name, and soon large tracts of land will be in cultivation, dotted 
with homes and farms where only sage has hitherto been known. 


The representatives of Patriarch Layton’s family had a re-union at Kaysville. Some 


250 persons were present. There will be many more soon as the local founder of the family 
left 51 children at his death, and twelve beside had died prior to the Bishop, 
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